
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 7 April 2016] 

 p2315b-2315b 
Ms Andrea Mitchell 

STOKES REVIEW — RECOMMENDATIONS 
Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley — Minister for Mental Health) [9.12 am]: The “Review of the admission or 
referral to and the discharge and transfer practices of public mental health facilities/services in 
Western Australia”—the Stokes review—was released in 2012. This week will see the final meeting of the 
Implementation Partnership Group, the multi-agency group that first met in March 2013 to oversee the 
implementation of the Stokes review recommendations. The IPG, which is chaired by Mr Barry MacKinnon, 
AM, consists of representatives from government agencies, including the Mental Health Commission, the 
Department of Health and the State Coroner, peak bodies in the mental health sector and consumer and carer 
representatives. It has a specific term of three years. 
The Stokes review recommendations were each allocated a lead agency to coordinate implementation. The lead 
agencies are expected to collaborate with relevant stakeholders to implement recommendations; however, they 
are responsible for ongoing monitoring and reporting. The Stokes review made 117 recommendations and 
10 additional sub-recommendations. All but two of the recommendations were accepted by government for 
implementation. 
Prior to the close of the IPG, a plan for the future governance, monitoring and implementation of outstanding 
recommendations has been developed and will be submitted in a report to both the IPG and me, as the 
Minister for Mental Health. The report will include compliance monitoring through the Office of Mental Health 
at the Department of Health; implementation of the actions in the “Better Choices. Better Lives. 
Western Australian Mental Health, Alcohol and Other Drug Services Plan 2015-2025” through the 
Mental Health Commission; monitoring and reporting of outstanding recommendations through the 
Mental Health Commission and the Office for Mental Health; and monitoring of the Chief Psychiatrist’s 
standards through the Office of the Chief Psychiatrist. When the report was released in 2012, it was described as 
a warts-and-all look at the mental health system in Western Australia. As this group ends its three-year term, 
I am pleased that 79, or approximately two-thirds, of the supported review recommendations have been 
completed. The remaining recommendations are in progress, and many of those will be addressed through the 
implementation of the plan. 
I wish to thank Mr MacKinnon and all those involved for their hard work in ensuring the implementation of the 
report’s recommendations, which serve as important foundations of mental health reform. 
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